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TREASURER’S REPORT 


foe N OF BEDFORD 


Si GiG ae. 


CHARLES GAGE, Town TREASURER. 


Dr. Towu of Bedford in) Account Current with 


Charles Gage, 


1866. 

To paid outstanding orders prior to March 12, 1866, 
No. 110 to 120, 

To paid Town orders since March 12, 1866, No. 1 
to 119 inclusive, 

To amount of School money as per receipt book, 

To State tax, paid by collector, 1866, 

To County tax, paid by collector, 1866, 

Assets and cash to balance, 


The assets consist of : 
Due from collector for 1866, 
Auction bills on hand, 
Cash on hand, 


ee 


$24,679 ds 


$3398 O8 
29 46 
177-81 


————— 


$3605 35 


) 
Town Traasurer. for the year ending Mareh 1, 1867. Cr. 
18 66. 

Assets as per report 1865-6, $4254 54 
March 22. Cash received of selectmen, 1000 00 
i vs 2100 00 

June 29. . J.T. Kendall for EK. A. 
Greenough, highway tax, 6 00 
Cash reed of selectmen, S07 Bo 
*¢ A. Hill, interest, eo 

Town, County, State, school, dog, N. R. 
highway taxes and percentage,1866, 9138 40 
Cash rec'd for Savings Bank tax, 400 68 
ay ‘¢ Railroad tax, 270 68 
te) Laterary) fund, 50 10 
re ** United States bounties, 8S0 00 
*¢ Selectmen, 6013 87 
zs ‘« Interest, a8 
~ er sinterest, 1 8604 5 60 


$24,679 5 


CHARLES GAGE, Treasurer. 


Jecford, Mareh 1, 1867. 
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SHLEOCTMEHN’S REPORT, 


INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 


Orders drawn, but not reported in report, 1865 and 1866 : 


kK. P. Richardson, insurance on Town house, 


Charles Bursiel, paid for boots for Daniel 
Campbell, 

George W. Riddle, enlisting 4 men, 1865, 

George W. Riddle, wood for Town house, 

Nathan Cutler, plank for bridge, 

Adam Chandler, watering trough, 1865, 

John P. Hodeman, note and interest, 

J.'L. Kendall, error on collector's book, 1864, 

Thomas Ferguson, service notice, 8. P. 
Campbell, 

James 'T. Kendall, collecting auction bills, 

C. I’. Livingston, printing reports, 1865, 

W. P. Riddle, material for Boynton Bridge, 


$5 50 


10 00 


1-00 
2 00 
68 40 
8 00 


$356 29 


ORDERS GIVEN FOR INCIDENTAL EX PENSES—1866- 


George W. Riddle, services as selectman, 
George W. Riddle, cash paid for expenses. 


James T. Kendall. services as seleetman. 


E., GoaNewton, oy cs 
Charles Gage, cs treasurer, 


Wim. W. Wilkins, ns town clerk. 
Wim. W. Wilkins, i S. S. committee, 
Thomas M, Ferguson, ** constable, 


91 00 
16 80 
73 00 
oo OO 
a0 OO 
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W. W. Wilkins, recording deaths and births 


and stamps, 6 
Charles Gage, care of town house and repr's, r 
Elvira Walker, care of pall cloth, ! 
Nathaniel Flint, note and interest. 1290 
Charles Gage, over charge, 1865, 16 
Gardner Nevins, Solomon Mannine, Daniel 

Barnard, trustees ministerial fund, 2100 
George B. Moore, bounty, 200 
Leonard French, note and interest, 834 
Charles Gage, repairs on hearse. 24 
W. H. Fisk, invoice books, 2) 
Charles Gage, note and interest, — 412 
Gardner Nevins (trustee), interest on note, O1 
John A. Patten, interest on note, 64 
Fr. R. French, repairs on road, 98 
James IT. Kendall, repairs on Boynton road, ees 
Moses H. Johnson, 2 sheep killed by dogs, 6 
Isaac C. Cutler, abatement on bank tax,- BS) 
John Hodgman, abatt G. B. Shattuck’s tax, 3 
John Hodgman, abatement J. I. Whitte- 

more’s tax, | 6 
Chas. Gage, interest paid Lucy Clough, 49 

fe Cash paid on J. A. & E. H. Pat- 

ten’s note, 250 


Chas, Gage, balance of notes and interest 
on two notes of J. A. & EK. H. Patten, 455 
Chas. Gage, paid John A. McGaw’s note, 3186 
Paid John A. MeGaw’s note and interest. 2436 


Paid interest Amoskeag Bank, 88 
Paid interest Manchester Bank, 141 
W. C. Parker, for lumber, labor, and repair- 
ig town house, 52 
B. L. Infantry, lamps by vote of town, 20 
James T. Kendall, spikes, postage, Wc., l 
George W. Riddle, cash paid Azubah Major, 
damage on highway, 100 
Gardner Nevins (trustce), mt. to Jan. 1, 67, 63 
Charles: Gage, over charge on State aid 1865, 112 
James U. Prince, abatement tax, 1866, 2 


* a 


R 
8 


Aaron Q. Gage, N. R. highway tax worked, 
John Hodgman, N. R. highway tax, 
N. R. highway tax, 1865, 
Abatement of tax on his list, 
Abatement of tax on his list, 
Charles Gage, int. on Sam Chandler's note, 
Charles Gage, int Joseph H. Stevens’ note, 
Peter Kane, abatement of tax, 
John Hodgman, balance for col’g tax, 1865, 
Dan] Wheeler, abatement on tax 1866, 
Parker & Johnson, counsel and cost in Dear- 
born case, 
F. R. French, cash paid witnesses S. P. 
-Campbell case, | 
Isaiah H. Johnson, abatement of tax, 
Samuel M. Sweat, breaking axle, 
George W. Riddle, note and interest. 


EXPENSE OF PAUPERS. 


Ephraim Snow, support of David Cheney 


and wife, 

Jas. T. Kendall, clothing for David Cheney, 

Samuel R. Seavey, support of Page Camp- 
bell’s children, 

James ‘T. Kendall, cash paid for clothing, 
making clothes, and books for Lydia 
Campbell, 

Danicl Vose and others, for support of John 
George and E. Rand, 

Insane Asylum, care of Ann Boynton, 

Samuel Gardner, support of Agnes Houston, 

Jas. T. Kendall, cash paid traveling paupers, 


$260 


i8 


HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


Xodney M. Rollins, repairing bridge, 
Mocdy M. Stevens, breaking roads, 


00 


24 


4) 


Henry 'T. Barnard, repairs on roads, 

Joseph H. Tinker, labor on N. Boston road, 
Walter I. Bachelder, N. R. highway worked 
I. F. French, labor on highway, 

George W. Riddle, labor on Boynton bridge, 
James A. Parker, labor on highway, 

Elijah C. Stevens, breaking roads, 


Thomas W. Moore, 66 

Albert L. Flint, “¢ 

John G. Vose, a 

{, C. Hardy, 
William A. Flint, labor on county road. 
David Sprague, breaking roads, 

Li. C. French, 24, ‘ 
Stephen Gofte, Ue 

George D. Whitford, ‘3 


Isaac C. Cutler, breakine roads and repair- 
ben) 


ing bridge, 


David J. Worthley, breaking roads, 
Farnum Jenkins, is 
Samuel M. Sweat, “ 
Walter I. Bachelder, che 
Stillman Parkhurst. 
Benj. H. Sinith, ee 
i. C. French, ae 
E. G. Newton, - 
James Gardner, P 
Peter Kane, labor on and a 
Horace Campbell, gs 
Daniel H. Ierguson, oh 
William R. French, e 
Joseph H. Tinker, ee 
F. F. French, + 
_ James French. labor on roads, 
q. G. Newton, es 
Daniel Vose, 
tied). Perry, a 
t. B. McPherson, Ff 
George W. Webber. “ 


$606 46 
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TOTAL ORDERS DRAWN 1866. 


Orders drawn prior to March 12, 1866, Nos. 110 to 
120 inclusive, 
Since March 12, 1866, No. 1 to 119, inclusive : 


J*or incidental expenses, $14,273 43 
Support of paupers, 891 94 


Highways, bridges and breaking roads, 606 46 


ASSESSMENTS. 


$356 29 


15,771.88 


$16,128 12 


Amount of money assessed upon polls and ratable estate of resi- 
dents and non-residents in the town of Bedford for the 


vear 1866: 


State tax, 83045 00 
County tax, 751 30 
Town tax, 4000 00 
School tax. 812 00 
Dog tax, . 76 00 
Non-resident highway tax, 108 33 
Percentage, 3,%, S40:07% 


SCHOOL TAX. 


School tax in 1866 was raised as follows : 


Tax, $812 00 
Literary fund, 1865, 27 60 
Part of he Rittex. 71865, 960 22 
Part of dog tax, 1866, 50 00 


$9133 40 


$1149 82 
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PROPORTION OF SCHOOL MONEY.---1866. 


School District No. 1. 


Ni) 
141 
98 
166 
71 
95 
99 
109 


45 
61 
95 
ot 
90 
49 
+2 
60 
90 
66 


$1149 82 


1 


ee 


ASSETS OF TOWN OF BEDFORD, MARCH 1, 1867. 


Balance due from United States for 11 


bounties, $1465 00 
Due from State on excess of quota, — 700° 00 
Assets in hand of ‘Town ‘Treasurer, Mareh 

1, 18oa% 3605 365 


—— 
12,023 46 


——- 


Balance against town, 


| $17,793 81 
Town debt, as per report 1867, %12,023 46 
‘Town debt, as per report 1866, 11,058 60 
Increase of debt, #964 86 


The inerease of the town debt the present year may be aceounted 
for by: 
Payment of the ministerial fund by vote of 


the town, March 18, 1866, $2100 00 
Payment to Mrs. Major, for damage on 

highway, 100 00 
Payment to Insane Asylum for care of Miss 

C. A. Boynton, now deceased, 201 18 
Extra breaking of roads for the past year 

estimated), 400° 00 
Payment of bounty to Geo. B. Moore, 200 OO 


83001 18 
If this amount could have been applied to the payment of the 
town debt the present year, it would have reduced it to $9022 28, 


TOWN NOTES DUE MARCH 1, 1867. 


DATE OF NOTE, INTEREST DUE MAR, 1, 1807, 
Keb, 12, 1864. Blanchard Nichols, 36° 60 #200 O0 
Keb, 13, 1864. Samuel Chandler, 9 OO 3000. 00 
May 4, 1864. Leonard €, French, 2d, 125 00 700 00 
May 25, Rufus Blood S400 201 53 
August 22. Lucy A, Clough, 65 16 700 00 
Sept. 1. ly. P. Parkurst, 77 00 500 00 
Sept. 1. Harriet Parkurst, 93 OO 600 00 
Sept, |. l. Hf. Stevens,, 30 00 L000 00 
Jan. 12, 1865. ©. G. Barnard, 66 19 500 00 
May 11. P.'T. Campbell, LL 00 100 00 
April 14. Rufus Blood, Sl OO 700 00 
March 22, 1866. N. lint, 58 OO 1000 00 
April 2, Gardner Nevins and others, 

trustees of ministerial fund, 31 50 2100 OO 
Aug. 21. Manchester Savings Bank, 2000 00 
Oct. 20. Amoskeag Savines Bank, 2500 00 
Nov. 12. Lucinda Carley, 10 83 602 00 
Noy. 6. P. 'T. Campbell, 2 00 100 00 
Noy. 5, Mary 8. Campbell, 60) 


16,563 53 
Interest due, 730 28 


Mstimate due town officers and other expenses, 500 00 


Jn making the annual statement, we are happy to be able to 


report the financial condition of the town in so prosperous a con- 


dition. The total valuation is nearly five hundred thousand 
dollars. The town debt is about twelve thousand dollars, or 


about 2 1-2 per cent. of its valuation. <A tax of 2 1-2 per cent. 
will pay the debt if it is thought best, without serious embarrass- 
ment. The amount of money raised for the past year is about 
nine thousand and one hundred dollars,—the year previous 
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ibout the same amount. As a large amount of money has been 


paid for the past two years, is it not better to raise less money by 


faxation for the next year, and reduce the debt gradually, from 
the fact that there is a large amount of government bonds held by 
individuals, that cannot be taxed by the present laws, that will 
escape bearing their proportion of the debt, which at some future 
time, not far distant, must pay taxes like other property, and no 
argument can refute this proposition, ! 

There is no subject that comes before the Selectmen on which 
there is such a diversity of opinion, and so difficult to adjust as 
the valuation of real estate. Most every man thinks his own 
inventory too high and his neighbors’ too low. ‘There are some 
so sensitive and. selfish, ifa change is made in their valuation, 
however just, feel that a great personal wrong has been done, and 
carry bitterness and enmity i» their hearts for many years, and 
woe to the man that makes the change. ‘This is one of the re- 
wards of public life. We found im many instances no_ relative 
proportion of valuation. Some changes have been made, and 
there is still room for others. 

The number of persons who have recgived assistance trom the 
town the past year is eight,—the expense has been about nine 
hundred dollars. Arrangements have been made to relieve the 
town of the support of two, and one unfortunate has lately gone 
to her last home. 

By judicious management and economy we believe the town 
debt can be gradually reduced without excessive taxation. And 
it will not be necessary to raise so much money by taxation the 
ensuing year by one thousand dollars as was raised last. 

Most respectfully submitted. 
GEORGE W. RIDDLE, ) Selectmen of 
JAMES T. KENDALL, Bedford, 
FREEMAN R. FRENCH. \ 1866-7, 
Bedtord, March, 1867, 
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Your superintendent in presenting this his second annual report 
to his fellow townsmen, would congratulate them on the happy 
and prosperous condition of our schools. We say happy and 
prosperous, for seldom, we think, even in our own quiet town has 
more general satisfaction been manifested with the teachers, and 
the confidence and co-operation of the members of their‘several 
districts been more heartily secured than during the year past. 
The reputation of the school teacher in their district is a matter 
of the first importance to the school itself. ‘The teacher makes 
the laws to govern the school, but no matter how wise or judicious 
those laws may be, it is community, the parents and friends of the 
pupils, that give them the odor of sanctity, or that neutralizes 
them by contempt, making them to the governed burdensome or 
ridiculous. Our idea is that a poor teacher upheld by the **power 
behind the throne’ may accomplish more in a given school during 
a given time, than a first class teacher will in the same school for 
an equal length of time, under opposite circumstances. Rebellion 
is as disastrous of all that is good in the school-room as it is sub- 
versive of all that is happy and prosperous in. more extensive goy- 
ernments. ‘The number of visits made by the friends of the 
pupils during the past year has been largely on the increase. This 
we consider an encouraging omen of good; an index of the in- 
creasing interest manifested in the welfare of our schools. 

At the last annual town meeting a committee was chosen to 
revise the list of text books in our schools. After a careful inves- 
tigation in regard to the merits of the different text books in usc, 
they selected the following as being in their opinion best adapted 
fo the wants of our scholars, 


Rrapinc.— ‘Town & Holbrook’s Progressive Series.” 

SpeLtinG.—*Town & Holbrook’s Progressive Speller.” 

ArrriuMEtic.—‘Katon’s Complete Series.” 

GrEoGRAPHY.—‘‘Colton & Fitch's Series.” 

Hisrory.—‘*Quackenbos’ Manual of the History of the United 
States.” 

GRAMMAR.—‘‘Quackenbos’ First Book in Grammar and Quack- 
cnbos’ English Grammar.” 

Wririnc Boox.—‘*Payson, Dunton & Scribner's Series.” 


‘These books so far as we can judge haye given very general 
satisfaction. Some of them indeed were in our schools previous 
to the change. ‘The arithmetics, grammars and history are newly 
introduced. Nearly all the teachers have expressed themselves as 
being pleased with the new books. We think we have seen some 
of the advantages of this change in the reduction of the number 
of-classes in our schools, and consequently increased interest 
among the pupils. 

In connection with the subject of text-books we would recom- 
mend the study of history to your consideration. There is a 
iarge proportion of our scholars that might take up this study with 
advantage. We think that a degree of familiarity with the history 
of our own’ country ought to be expected of all, and yet how many 
of our scholars leave our schools without understanding even an 
outline of the history of the United.States. The work introduced 
by your committee is concise and interesting and can be mastered 
by most of our scholars in one or two terms of school. We would 
suggest to those scholars who have been through with Colton & 
l‘itch’s modern geography to take up this study. 

It is a customary practice for some to send their children out of 
the district to school during the interval between the terms in 
their own district. The practice is a good one and ought to be 
encouraged. There is no danger (at least in this town), of our 
children getting too much schooling. It has appeared to us that 
some uniform price for such tuition would give better satisfaction 
and make the burthens rest more equally on all. The rate of such 
tuition should be low to encourage rather than discourrge the 
practice. Most of our districts are small and the addition of a 
limited number of scholars to each term would increase rather 


Lv 


than decrease the interest. Ido not know of a single instance 
during the two years past where such scholars have been any in- 
jury to the schools so attended. Our own impressions are that 
the reverse of this is true. Some of the prudential committees 
have reckoned the tuition of such scholars at the same rate as the 
cost per scholar in their district, but this is manifestly unjust, as 
in some of the districts the cost per scholar is nearly if not quite , 
double what it is in others. Would it not be more démocratic, 
more public spirited, to charge a small tuition to such scholars and 
thus encourage all to reap the benefit of our schools ? 

In most of the districts the scholars are well accomodated. 
The school hotse in district No. 1 is fast going to ruins, but not 
as fast as the imperative interests of the district demand. 
Money laid out in repairs would be thrown away, and it is to be 
hoped that the district will consider its own interest and soon re- 
moye a disgrace and nuisance from among us. 


DISTRICT NO. 1. 


In this district there was but one term of sehool during the 
year. Miss Abbie A. Patten had charge of the school. One of 
the greatest hindrances that we noticed was the multitude of 
classes. There was not all that harmony in the latter part of the 
term that we could have wished to have seen., We regret that so 
few of the parents and friends of the children are in the habit: of 
visiting their school in this district. We acknowledge that. it is 
not a very inviting place to make calls, but possibly it might 
awaken our sympathies and produce a harvest of good. We were 
surprised at the number of tardy marks, and marks of dismissal. 
Of the former there were 147, of the latter 110. When we take 
into consideration that the average attendance was 131-5 and 
that the school was of but thirteen weeks’ duration, the ratio of 
broken days is enormous. 


DISTRICT NO. 2. 


“ 

In this district there were two terms of school. A summer 
school taught by Miss Jennie A. Parker, and a winter term by Mr. 
Albert Newton. Both terms were profitable and gave, we believe, 
entire satisfaction to the district. 
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DISTRICT NO. 3. 


Miss Mary D. Gale taught a summer term and Miss Rebecca 
C. Hull a winter term in this district. They were both excellent 
teachers and the pupils under their management made good pro- 
gress. <A pleasant incident occurred when we visited this school, 
speaking eloquently of the gentleness, kindness and good disci- 
‘pline of the scholars. A sparrow came in through the door and 
picked up the crumbs on the floor, aud disappeared with an air of 
confidence that assured us he was no stranger there. <A glance of 
recognition welcomed his visit but did not disturb the routine or 
perfect order of the school-room. 


DISTRICT NO. 4. 


‘There were three terms of school in this district. Miss Abbie 
G. Wallace had charge of the school during the different terms. 
The school for rank in scholarship will compare favorably with 
any in town. Miss Wallace is one of our best teachers and aims 
at thoroughness in her instruction. 


DISTRICT NO. 5. 


Miss Abbie A. Patten taught a summer and winter term. Both 
terms gave satisfaction to the district. The winter term was ab- 
ruptly closed by sickness in the teachers family. ‘The examina- 
tion at the close of the school gave evidence of the term being 
well improved. We regret that through a misunderstanding so 
many of the pupils were absent. 


DISTRICT NO. 6. 


‘The summer term was pleasantly spent, and the teacher, Miss 
Abbie A. King, gave so far as we know, perfect satisfaction to 
the district. The winter term, taught by Miss Fannie A. Me- 
Pherson, was interrupted by sickness among her pupils. This 
prolonged the school until nearly the first of March. Miss Me- 
Pherson is an experienced teacher, having an casy method of 
government marked more by its kindness than authority. ‘The 


school was a sucuesstful one. 


DISTRICT NO. 7. 


Miss Sarah E. Tinker taught two terms of school in this dis- 


. 1!) 
trict. ‘To those who know Miss ‘Tinker we need hardly say that 
the schools were good ones. We were especially interested and 


pleased with the closing exercises of the winter school. 


DISTRICT NO. 8. 

The summer school in this district was taught by Miss N. 
Amanda Wyman, and the winter school by Miss Mary IE. Wright 
Both of these ladies seemed interested in their vocation, and were 
teachers of considerable experience. ‘The material of which this 
school is composed is not well adapted for a quiet school. ‘There 
was not that discipline we would hke to have seen, but are in- 
clined to think that the teachers labored faithfully and carnestly 


for the welfare of their charge. 


DISTRICT NO. 9. 
Miss Sarah E. Holt taught a summer and fall term in this dis- 
trict. both terms gave satisfaction to the district, and the pupils 


made rapid and thorough progress in their studies. 


DISTRICT NO. 10. 

Miss Julia Neville taught a summer and winter term in this 
distriet. The time and money expended for schooling in this dis- 
trict was well invested. Miss Neville had during the winter term 
thirty-three scholars, with as much variety of talent and scholar- 
ship as could well be obtained with that number of pupils: never- 
theless both terms passed pleasantly and profitably to all. The * 
examination at the close of the winter school was very interesting, 


reflecting credit on the teachers and scholars. t 


DISTRICT NO. 11. 

There were two terms of school in this district.. Both were 
taught by Miss Cretia D. Parkhurst, an experienced and suc- 
cessful teacher. We have visited her schools quite a number of 
times and always with pleasure. We notice with no small satis- 
faction the following record in Miss Parkhurst’s register. ‘* Rose 
Cady and Mary E. Noyes have not whispered during the term 


without permission. © 


DISTRICT NO. 12. 


Miss L. A. Flint taught two terms of school in this district. 


i 


fa 
oy 
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The district was fortunate in securing Miss Flint as a teacher. 


We were disappointed by not being able to attend the examina- 
tion at the close of the winter term. 


DISTRICT NO. 18. 


There was a summer term taught by Miss Hattie N. Wheeler, 
“and a fall term taught by Miss Sarah E. Tinker. 


were well improved and the district were pleased with 


ers’ labors. 


Both terms 


their teach- 


WILLIAM W. WILKINS. S. 8S. Committee. 
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